
 
 

SALMON RECOVERY IN THE ENTIAT 

Top Ten Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Are fish habitat enhancement projects increasing fish returns?  

Monitoring results suggest that steelhead juveniles associated with the newly installed habitat structures 
such as large wood do grow at a faster rate, and that Chinook juveniles stay around treated sites longer 
than non-treated sites. Naturally spawning steelhead numbers are on the rise across the Upper Columbia 
Basin, while Chinook numbers are holding steady.  We will know more in 3 to 4 years when the young fish 
who may have benefitted from recent restoration efforts are expected to return to spawn. 
 

2. When do we get to fish in the Entiat River again?  
In 2012-2013, the Entiat River was open for whitefish (Dec-March) from the mouth to Entiat Falls.  Above 
Entiat falls anglers can fish for all species; see the WDFW website for gear and seasonal regulations 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01384/. In recent years, there have been special seasons opened for 
hatchery spring Chinook, summer Chinook and steelhead. Many groups and individuals are working to 
provide for additional fishing seasons on the Lower Entiat. 
 

3. When are we done with salmon recovery efforts?  
Salmon recovery efforts will be done when steelhead and spring Chinook are removed from the federal 
Endangered Species List.  The National Marine Fisheries Service evaluates steelhead and Chinook 
population levels every five years to decide whether or not to change the listing status. The evaluation 
process considers the total population abundance (number of returning fish), genetic variation within each 
species, spatial distribution in the watershed, and ability to reproduce successful future generations. 

 
4. Who pays for these fish habitat enhancement projects?  

The mid-Columbia PUDs, Bonneville Power Administration, the State Salmon Recovery Fund and the 
Bureau of Reclamation all participate in funding restoration efforts in the Upper Columbia Region.   
 

5. What are the project design standards and who reviews and approves them?  
Project designs are prepared by multi-disciplinary teams of experts including certified professionals (i.e. 
licensed engineers).  Projects also go through several rounds of technical and permitting review before 
construction.  The state publishes an 800+ page document titled the Stream Habitat Restoration 
Guidelines, which is used by design professionals and can be found at 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01374/.  

  

http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01384/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01374/
Nada.Wentz
Typewritten Text
Attachment 3



 

For More Information: Contact Cascadia Conservation District at (509) 664-9370 

6. What is the benefit of putting wood into the river?  
A century ago, rivers contained large amounts of wood and their banks were generally forested.  Wood in 
rivers provides important habitat for fish.  For example, down trees provide cover so fish can hide from 
predators and insects drop from the wood into the water for fish to eat.  In stream wood also creates and 
maintains pools and changes sediment deposition patterns.  These changes in stream structure create a 
diverse environment for fish where they can rest in deep pools, and spawn in clean gravel beds.  Wood 
along the edges of rivers also helps stabilize streambanks.  

 
7. Who owns and maintains the large wood structures?  

Ownership and maintenance of large wood structures varies depending upon who placed the structures, 
who owns the land, and who pays for the project.  Landowners can find out who owns and who will 
maintain large wood structures during the design, permitting, and public review processes for each 
project. 

 
8. Who is liable for property damage and personal injury as a result of using wood?  

Washington State has a recreational immunity statute that protects landowners from liability who allow 
recreation access from their property.  Legislation was recently passed to protect landowners that 
voluntarily agree to participate in habitat restoration projects that are publically funded as long as certain 
conditions are met.  Ultimately, liability associated with restoration design is similar to any legal situation, 
which is why project sponsors, designers, and contractors carry professional and liability insurance. 

 
9. What is being done to make wood structures safe for recreationists on the river?  

Assessment of river use, evaluation of risk, and specific planning for reduction and mitigation of risk to 
improve public safety have all become part of the design, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of 
these types of projects.  For instance, many recently completed log structures include “bumper” logs that 
are designed to push watercraft away from the structure. 

 
10. Why are riparian areas important?  

Riparian vegetation provides many benefits: 

• helps stabilize stream banks and prevent erosion; 
filters pollutants and sediment; 

• supports aquatic insects, which are important food for fish; 
• shades streams, keeping the water cool and; 
• spreads out and slows floodwaters.   

Many wildlife species, during some part of their life cycle, use riparian areas which provide food, nesting, 
and hiding places. 

 




