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Landowner spotlight: Old Barn farm in Leavenworth  

FALL 2013 

  

T his 10 acre farm was purchased in the fall of 2009 by members of the Levesque and Newell  

families. The property is one mile outside of the city of Leavenworth and sits between the  

highway and railroad tracks. The owners thought right away that the property had great potential and  

appreciated its unique setting and features. The owners were very impressed by the old barn and the 

general layout of the property, which includes Chumstick Creek. Since they planned to farm the 

land, having water rights to the creek was very important. During their research of the property they 

found that they actually hold one of the oldest water rights in the Chumstick valley and that their 

barn is one of the oldest in the valley as well.  

 

When purchased, the farm was in need of much repair and attention. Significant debris removal 

seemed to be the natural first choice of projects, but the new farmers were also eager to get some 

crops in the ground. However, they first needed to upgrade the old irrigation system, previously used 

for hay, so it could support the primary crop they had in mind: blueberries.  

 

In spring 2010, the owners worked with Cascadia Conservation District to install drip irrigation for a 

new patch of blueberries. The owners planted 500 blueberry bushes that first year with plans to add 

to the field every other year. To 

date they have 900 bushes. 

Having had a great initial experience with Cascadia, the owners continued to work with us 

on additional restoration and enhancement efforts on the property. Old Barn Farm is home 

to a horse, a donkey, two alpacas, a goat and 20 chickens. Through Cascadiaôs cost-share 

program, livestock exclusion fencing was installed along Chumstick Creek to keep the 

landownersô animals from accessing the creek. 

 

 In 2011, Cascadia and the Picture the Wenatchee watershed stewardship campaign  

conducted a volunteer clean-up of Chumstick Creek on Old Barn Farm property.  Twelve 

volunteers worked to yield a total of three tons of garbage from the creek area plus the  

removal of an old building. This project was sponsored by a WA Department of Ecology 

grant to Cascadia Conservation District in partnership with the Adopt-A-River program 

conducted by Chelan County Natural Resources Department.  

  

Volunteers at the 2011 Picture the Wenatchee stream  

cleanup that was hosted at Old Barn Farm. 
 

View of initial blueberry field at Old Barn Farm.  

Irrigation system was installed through Cascadiaôs  

Landowner Assistance Cost-Share Program. 
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In the fall of 2012, a riparian restoration project was conducted at Old Barn Farm in the 

cleanup area. The planting included 790 native plants over 0.4 acre. The riparian  

planting was another partnership with Cascadia Conservation District as part of their 

Landowner Assistance program and a water quality grant from the WA Department of 

Ecology. 

 

The barn at Old Barn Farm was built in 1898 and is on the State Historic Barn registry. 

It was the only barn listed in Chelan County when submitted to the registry in 2011. 

This historic barn is one of the oldest in the Chumstick valley and originally was part of 

a dairy farm that included several hundred acres. While the barn was structurally sound 

in general, there were definitely some issues that could be addressed in order to  

preserve it long-term. Earlier this year, the Old Barn Farm owners qualified for a  

cost-share program through the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation and were 

able to restore their barn to much of its former glory, including painting it the  

traditional red that had once graced its exterior. The structural and exterior  

rehabilitation on the barn was finished in June. 

 

Old Barn Farm has also worked with the Washington Water Trust to put the portion of 

their water rights they are not currently using into the trust. This will not only keep 

more water in the stream, but will also ensure that their water rights will not be subject 

to relinquishment due to inactivity. As their need for water for crops grows they are free to take portions of their water rights back out of the Trust.  

 

Old Barn Farm is currently partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation Service for a farm plan, an upgraded irrigation pump and a new hoop house. 

As part of this contract, on going weed management will occur through 2016. 

Landowner spotlight continued  

 Cascadia is seeking cooperators for streamside 
planting projects in the Wenatchee River basin.   
 
The goal of this effort is to restore healthy native trees and 

shrubs to streambanks of the Wenatchee River and its  

tributaries that have been cleared of vegetation through  

development or past agricultural practices.  

 

Environmental benefits of riparian (streamside) buffers 

include: reducing water temperatures by shading the 

stream, stabilizing banks and reducing sediment in the 

stream, providing cover for fish, and providing woody  

material to the channel, which enhances habitat for aquatic 

species. Benefits to landowners include: protection of 

streambanks, control of invasive weeds, increased wildlife 

use on the property, and improved aesthetics.  

 

Funding for the planting projects is provided by the  

Washington Department of Ecology. Planting can be done 

on private or public land. Typically, we plant a 35-foot 

wide corridor along the stream. There is no cost to the  

landowner for installation but there are often long-term 

maintenance requirements and an access agreement with 

Cascadia for monitoring.   

 

If you live in the Wenatchee River basin, have areas of 

stream bank that are devoid of native trees and shrubs, 

and would like more information, please contact  

(509) 664-9370 or cascadiacd@yahoo.com. 

 

Old Barn Farmôs barn prior to restoration. 

 

Old Barn Farmôs barn post restoration in June 2013. 

 
Washington State Department of Ecology  

Water Quality Program Grant Update  

(Reducing non-point source pollution  

in the Wenatchee River Watershed.) 

¶ 144 Watershed Care Packages have been mailed to  

interested landowners and 27 families enrolled in the  

Watershed Pledge program. 

¶ 17 community volunteers participated in a river clean-up and 

over 2100 pounds of trash and debris were removed from 

waterways in the project area. 

¶ Picture the Wenatchee campaign has been promoted at nine 

community events, reaching over 1500 citizens. 

¶ Soil testing and nutrient management technical assistance 

was offered to interested landowners. 

¶ 1.4 acres of riparian plantings completed, including 1090 

native plants along 1,420 feet of streamside in the 

Wenatchee River watershed. 

¶ Three educational signs will be installed at the Peshastin 

Mill riparian project site. Signs were also installed at the  

Foursquare project site. 

 

T hank you to all the wonderful  

photographers who made our 2013 

photo contest another huge success, and  

congratulations to the winners! 

 

The winning photos are listed to the right. 

Please visit www.picturethewenatchee.com to 

see them all. Look for a selection of them in an 

upcoming Wenatchee World article.  

Also, three ñBest in Showò photos will be  

featured in the November issue of The Good 

Life magazine. 

 

Thank you to our photo galleries for displaying 

the entries: Anjou Bakery, Der Man Shoppe, 

Icicle Brewing Company, Leavenworth  

Mountain Sports, Lemongrass Natural Foods, 

and Mountain Springs Lodge. 

 

The 2014 watershed calendar featuring the  

winning photos is set to come out in late  

November. Contact Cascadia Conservation  

District at (509) 664-9370 or  

cascadiacd@yahoo.com for additional  

information and to order yours!  

Agriculture: 

ñMamma and Babyò by Airan Mendoza  

ñGood Morning Sunò by Kristi Nay 

 

Landscape: 

ñMajestic Valleyò by Bob Burrows 

ñLeprechaun Lakeò by Matthew Tangeman 

 

Plants: 
ñFirst Touch of Lightò by Jon Picard 

ñNew Life Along 8 Mile Trailò by Judy West 

 

Recreation: 
ñEnchantment Larch Lakeò by Drew Gaylord 

ñ8 Mile Hikeò by Savannah Meiners 

 

Water: 
ñFlowing Indian Creekò by Dale 

Blair 

ñTumwater Damò by Morgan Leech 

 

Wildlife: 
ñFish Lake Eagleò by Tim  

Gallagher 

ñA Motherôs Affectionò by Marcy 

LaGagnier 

 

Picture the Wenatchee :  

watershed photo contest results  

Tumwater 
Dam 

 by Morgan  

Leech 

New Life Along 
8 Mile Trail 

By Judy 

West 


