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Newly installed Rain gauges provide warning of flood event  

SUMMER 2013 

  

S everal government agencies, including  the Natural Resources  

Conservation Service (NRCS), the Cascadia Conservation District 

(CCD), the Chelan County Public Works (CCPW), and the Chelan County 

Natural Resource Department (CCNRD), worked together to install 10 rain 

gauges located upstream from No. 1 and No. 2 Canyons near Wenatchee, 

Mission Creek near Cashmere, Oklahoma Gulch near Entiat, and First Creek 

near Lake Chelanôs south shore. Site selection was based on location of  

communities, historic flooding, and burn severity.  

 

These rain gauges are maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and 

gather real time data to alert residents of potential flood danger during heavy 

rain events. Once rainfall reaches a certain threshold, the rain gauges  

transmit data hourly via satellite to a USGS database monitored by the  

National Weather Service (NWS). Rainfall exceeding one-tenth of an inch in 

a 10 minute period initiates more rapid data collection and monitoring of  

rainfall.  

 

The NWS issues weather watches,  

advisories and/or warnings based on the 

data from the rain gauges, Doppler Radar, 

and reports from the area. The public can 

track conditions through the National  

Oceanic Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) 

weather radio, the internet, and local  

media outlets. The NWS also posts  

Facebook and Twitter updates during 

events as time allows. Please note that  

emergency management officials advise 

the public not to rely solely on warnings 

since heavy rainfall can cause flash  

flooding before warnings can be issued. If 

you know there is heavy rain in the area, 

take precautionary action.  

 

ñThe best thing you can do to 

prepare your home and family 

for flash-flooding is to  

educate yourself before it 

happens,ò said Amy  

Hendershot of the Natural 

Resources Conservation  

Service. ñHave food, water 

and other necessary items 

available.ò 

 

The newly installed rain 

gauges were put to the test on 

Saturday, June 29 when   

extremely heavy rainfall hit 

the Wenatchee area. The new 

rain gauges near Wenatchee reported as much as 0.6 inches of rain, most of 

which fell within 30 minutes. New rain gauges in Peavine Canyon recorded 

as much as 1.5 inches of rain. NWS Doppler radar showed even heavier rain 

falling on the burn scars in Tronsen Creek and Devil's Gulch, which led to the 

debris flows in those drainages. 

  

ñThe new rain gauges provided the real-time rainfall data that gave the NWS 

the information needed to issue the flash flood warnings,ò said Katherine 

Rowden, of the National Weather Service/NOAA.  

 

People with newer cell phones automatically received alerts through the  

national wireless emergency alert system (www.ready.gov/alerts) when the 

NWS issued a flash flood warning. Those with certain weather applications 

(apps) installed on their smart phones also would have received the warning."   

 

Flood preparedness information can be found at the interagency Central 

Washington Fire Recovery website: http://centralwashingtonfirerecovery.info.  
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Details and photo(s) submission at www.picturethewenatchee.com. 

Deadline October 1  

One of 10 newly installed rain 

gauges that alert residents of flash 

flood risk. Photo courtesy of  USGS. 

 

Debris from flood event in Mission Creek on 

Saturday, June 29. Alerts were sent to cell 

phones. Photo by Matt Lyons. 
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