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Fire Season Preparedness tips and Assistance available

A

fter a very mild winter, Cascadia and partners are preparing for what
could be an extra extreme fire season. In preparation for the fire season
to come and National Wildfire Preparedness Day on May 2nd, see the tips
below contributed by the Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition.
Forest conditions, confounded by the current drought, leave our region
susceptible to catastrophic wildfires. As a community we have the
opportunity to prepare. Here are some ideas YOU CAN DO to help reduce
the impacts to your family and your home by preparing for before, during,
and after the fire:
Taking actions before the fire can greatly increase your
home and family’s safety.
 Clean roofs, gutters, and underneath decks by
removing dead leaves, pine needles, and debris.
 Trim tree branches so they are at least 10 feet from
your roof.
 Create an evacuation plan (know more than one way to
leave your neighborhood).
 Create your emergency “go kit” with papers,
prescriptions, photos, and pet supplies.
During a fire, ther e is no time to pr epar e, yet we can r ehear se our
response and become familiar with resources and how information will be
shared by preparing ahead of time.
 Know where your emergency kit is located
 Practice evacuation routes with family members and
coworkers
 Identify safe zones
 Have a battery-powered or NOAA emergency radio,
http://www.noaa.gov/
 Learn about fire precaution levels, burn bans, etc.

Finally, preparing for after the fire. By taking steps to
prepare now, you will have the tools to begin to recover
after the fire.
 Develop a support network with your friends, family,
and community members to determine who can
provide emotional and financial support.
 Create a financial plan. Contact your insurance company
to ensure you have insurance for flood and fire
casualty losses.

Determine options for managing forest lands after the
fire. Increased sediment runoff and debris may affect
drainage systems and impact downstream water quality. You will have a
better grasp of your options after the fire, but knowing what to expect and
options for restoration can affect how you decide to manage your landscape.

Fire Season Preparedness Resources:












Chelan County Evacuation Guide: http://www.chelancountyfire.com/
wp-content/uploads/2010/07/ccfd1_evacuation_definitions.pdf
Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition: www.chumstickcoalition.org
FEMA, During the Fire: http://m.fema.gov/during-wildfire
FEMA, After the Wildfire: http://m.fema.gov/after-wildfire
Firewise: www.firewise.org
Living with Fire Evacuation Guide: http://www.livingwithfire.info/
duringthefire/images/EvacuationGuide.pdf
Local radio station, such as KOHO radio: http://www.kohoradio.com/
National Weather Service: http://www.weather.gov/
National Timber Tax Website: http://www.timbertax.org/
University of California, Recovering from Wildfire: http://ucanr.edu/
sites/forestry/Wildfire/
Washington Industrial Fire Precaution Levels (IFPL): http://
www.dnr.wa.gov/RecreationEducation/Topics/FireBurningRegulations/
Pages/rp_fire_ifpl.aspx.aspx
Continued on page 2...
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Fire Season Preparedness, Cont’d.

C

ascadia Conservation District currently has funding to conduct FREE fire risk assessments for forest landowners in
Chelan County. All assessments must be completed by June 1 so contact Amanda Levesque at
amandal@cascadiacd.org or (509) 436-1601 today to sign up for yours. (availability limited!) Cascadia also offers a
cost-share program for forest landowners and can pay up to 75% of the cost of fuels reduction work on private property.
Contact Kristine Desgroseillier at kristined@cascadiacd.org or (509) 436-1601 for additional information. We have
chipping events scheduled in Plain and Chelan Ridge. If your community is interested contact us for future scheduling.

Farewell Kurt!

Cascadia’s partner agencies, like the WA State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) also offer cost-share programs for forest landowners. The following is an example of one
such project. This information was contributed by Stan Janowicz, Forester with the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS).
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has assisted landowners in Chelan County in the past with technical
and financial help on their forestland through the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP). This is a federal
program to treat resource concerns on private land. The result is not only an improved growing environment for the trees,
but also a reduced risk for wildfire spread. The following example project is near Cole’s Corner west of Leavenworth.
This site was treated with a mechanical masticator head at the end of a track-hoe arm. It was not only used to chop the
slash into chunks (1 ft + long), but also to do the actual thinning. The goal was to reduce the Grand Fir component and
favor leaving Ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir at a proper stocking rate. The beauty of using the heavy machinery/
masticator is that all of the
slash/by products from the
thinning go back into the
ground, supplying nutrients
to the soil instead of going up
in smoke from piling &
burning the slash.
Landowners can apply for
EQIP throughout the year;
with a deadline of July 17th
2015 to apply for Year 2016
funds. If you already have
Post-treatment: fuels reduced, healthy, much
farm records established with
Pre-treatment: over stocked, unhealthy,
more resilient to wildfire damage
sever e risk of wildfire damage
the Farm Service Agency
(FSA), you may need to
update them; if you have no farm records established, you may contact Anita Perez, FSA, at (509) 662-1141, Ext. 132 to
arrange an appointment to establish farm records. Once that is accomplished, you can apply for EQIP by contacting
Elayne Hovde, NRCS Resource Conservationist, at (509) 662-1141, Ext. 123. For additional information on how EQIP
may help you treat your land, please call Elayne.
Also, the WA State DNR will be offering
wildfire preparation info for communities
aimed at helping residents in fire-prone areas
of the state think ahead and prepare for
wildfire season. The meeting in Wenatchee
will be on May 7th at the Wenatchee
Community Center. Contact: Janet Pearce,
(360) 688-3047 or janet.pearce@dnr.wa.gov.

A home saved by creating defensible space

Cascadia and partners encourage all forest
landowners to take the necessary steps to
prepare themselves for the fire season and
take advantage of all the great resources
available to help you prepare your home and
property. Remember: the best offense is a
good defense! Don’t wait until it’s too late!
We wish you a productive spring and an
uneventful fire season!

Cascadia bids a fond
farewell to Kurt Hosman
who is taking on new
challenges with Douglas
County Sewer District #1.
Kurt arrived in summer
2002 and has been a key
member of the team through
many projects, two National
Guard deployments, and
two office moves. We’ll
miss him, but we wish him
all the best.

Welcome
aboard!

Cascadia would like to
welcome Patrick Haggerty,
Project Coordinator II and
Sandy Letzing, Resource
Specialist.
Both have expertise and
interest in forestry, biology,
habitat restoration, and
landowner assistance.
They will be excellent
additions to our team, and
we’re excited for you to
meet them.

Announcing a new brand identity for conservation districts in Washington State
CAPTION

We are pleased to announce a new statewide brand designed to help all 45 conservation districts in
Washington amplify their role as a trusted network of local service providers.
The logo and slogan—your window to healthy lands—captures the unique, invaluable asset
conservation districts offer through our community-based knowledge of natural resource issues. No
matter what you see when you look out your window, whether Puget Sound, the Palouse Hills, or the
Wenatchee Valley, that landscape is part of what makes Washington State your home. Your local conservation district can help you take care of it.
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Cascadia Offers technical assistance

To help manage natural resources on your land

T

his spring Cascadia Conservation District would like to help landowners learn about Best
Management Practices for irrigation. Start by checking your Irrigation IQ:

Need help managing natural resources on
your property? Cascadia is here to help!
Cascadia’s Landowner Assistance Program
offers technical and financial assistance and can
pay up to 75% of the total cost of eligible projects.
Eligible projects include: fuels reduction, irrigation
system upgrades, and more.
Cascadia is currently seeking cooperators
for streamside planting projects
in the Wenatchee River basin.
For additional information, please contact
Kristine Desgroseillier at: (509) 436-1601 or
Kristined@cascadiacd.org

How much water used for irrigating lawns
and gardens, on average, is wasted due to
overwatering and evaporation?
A. 50%
B. 25%
C. 15%
D. 10%

New micro irrigation sprinklers result in
water savings, reduced soil erosion and less
risk of leaching nutrients into groundwater.

A water-efficient irrigation system may include which features?
A. Drip irrigation
B. Moisture sensors
C. Rain shut-off device
D. All of the above
What is the best method for determining the duration of irrigation?
A. Historical—how past generations irrigated
B. Amount allowed under the current water right
C. Based on needs of the targeted crop

Visit www.cascadiacd.org and click on Programs then Landowner Assistance to take the rest of
the quiz, get answers, and see the rest of our Irrigation Packet information. This page also includes additional information on our cost-share program. If you
do not have computer access, give us a call at (509) 436-1601 and we will help you get paper copies of this information.

Cascadia’s Presence in the Entiat Community

E

ntiat’s annual Kite Fest was held on March 21st this year at the Kiwanis Park on the north end of town. Over
100 people attended the event, which was hosted by the Entiat Valley Chamber of Commerce. Cascadia
helped sponsor the event and had an information table where Jason Sims, Cascadia’s Entiat watershed coordinator,
engaged the public and flew a couple of kites himself.
On April 11, Cascadia brought the Bureau of Reclamation’s Rolling Rivers interactive watershed model to the
Ardenvoir Swallowfest to teach kids and adults alike about the importance of a healthy watershed. Rolling Rivers
has always been a big hit with the young and young-at-heart and our experience at Swallowfest this year was no
different. About 200 people attended the event.
Children enjoy making and flying their

The 12th annual Entiat Earth Day took place at the school on April 20 and Cascadia was excited to participate. The
own kites at the annual Entiat Kite Fest
entire elementary school, about 165 kids, participated in this fun event organized by the Entiat Valley Community
Services Group. Several different organizations had booths set up with fun educational activities. Cascadia brought our table length fish anatomy puzzle. This
beautifully crafted wood puzzle depicts the internal and external organs of a fish. We played a game of Fish Anatomy Jeopardy with the students, where we
would describe a fish organ and they would guess the part, then place it in the puzzle. The students also enjoyed doing fish origami as another component of
Cascadia's station.
As many of the private landowners are aware of, the Entiat is a very busy and highly monitored river. With several habitat projects already constructed,
Cascadia has been actively engaging multiple landowners in preparation for the next round of implementation. In the years 2016 and 2017, Cascadia, Chelan
County Natural Resource Department, Yakama Nation Fisheries, and Cascade Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group will be working to complete several
new habitat projects in the Middle Entiat. These entities have been working with about seven private landowners and two organizations, the US Forest
Service and the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust, within the project areas and they have been coordinating together to plan and collect data. The projects are still
very early in the design phase, but the sponsors will have new information and designs available for review in the coming months. For more info, contact
Jason Sims at jasons@cascadiacd.org or (509) 436-1601.

Students at the Kids in the Creek
Invertebrate Investigator Station

And finally, May 5-7, Cascadia and partners will be at the Entiat National Fish Hatchery hosting Kids in the Creek, a
hands-on environmental education program for high school 10th graders. Students explore actual field methods for
assessing aquatic and riparian habitat, water quantity, water quality and indicator insects, as well as an introduction to
land use planning considerations. Kids in the Creek annually reaches over 300 hundred students from 7-10 area high
schools. In preparation for the kids field days, Cascadia and partners hosted the Adults in the Creek training day for
Kids in the Creek volunteers on Tuesday, April 21. If you are interested in volunteering please contact Amanda
Levesque at amandal@cascadiacd.org or (509) 436-1601. For additional information on this great program please visit
the Kids in the Creek website, www.kidsinthecreek.com and make sure to tell your teachers and school board about this
exciting educational opportunity!
Thank you again to our funding sources who keep this great program in operation!
South Douglas Conservation District contributes to the program annually and the
Alcoa Foundation has contributed $25,000 to fund the majority of this and next year’s events!
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Apple Maggot host removal
Contributed by Will Carpenter of the Chelan-Douglas County Horticulture
Pest and Disease Board

T

Apple Maggot
Larvae

Apple Maggot Fly

The Apple Maggot activity begins as the soil begins to warm and the adults
begin to emerge in late June. The eggs are laid just under the skin of the fruit
and the larvae feed while tunneling through the fruit. If left unchecked, the
Apple Maggot can damage all of the fruit on infested trees.
If we cannot control the spread of this pest, it will be of detriment to our local
growers. Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) is already
discussing an Apple Maggot Quarantine Area extension further eastward into
Chelan County. This will result in the unfortunate halt of fruit exports from
the area and will put many growers out of business. With your cooperation,
we can control the breeding sites for the Apple Maggot by treating the
hawthorn with an herbicide application and/or
by removing the tree completely. Other native
species can be planted to offer wildlife food,
cover, and other benefits in place of the
hawthorn. For herbicide treatment and/or
removal assistance, please contact our office.

Black Hawthorn Fruit

“By removing Black Hawthorn we have
‘no host, no pest, no problem’,” said Will
Carpenter of the Chelan-Douglas County
Horticulture Pest and Disease Board.

The Black Hawthorn tree can sometimes appear
as a shrub with long, thin
branches, shiny dark green,
serrated leaves, and thick 1
inch thorns. It produces
flowers that join in globe-like
clusters and bear fruit that
Black Hawthorn Flowers
look like a blueberry but vary
from red to black in color. Contact the Chelan-Douglas
Horticulture Pest and Disease Board at (509) 667-6677 for
additional information and removal assistance.
Photo Credits: www.nwplants.com/business/catalog/cra_dou.html
forestry.usu.edu/htm/treeid/other-species/black-or-douglas-hawthorn/

Entiat Habitat Sub Committee Meetings
-May 21, 2015 9am-12 pm at the Chelan Co Fire Dist 1 on Easy St
-June 18, 2015 9am-12pm at the Chelan Co Fire Dist 1 on Easy St
-July 16, 2015 9am-12pm at the USFS building
Entiat Watershed Planning Unit Meeting
-July 1, 2015 9am at the Entiat Grange Hall
Kids in the Creek
-May 5-7, 2015 Entiat Fish Hatchery - To volunteer, contact Amanda
Levesque at (509) 436-1601 or amandal@cascadiacd.org

Earth Day Essay Contest Winner
Rylee Hersh, Sterling Intermediate School. R ead R ylee’s essay on
our website at cascadiacd.org. She answered the question “How can a
middle school student be an effective steward of the environment?”
How will the new Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) affect you?
Agriculture viability and critical areas are the focus of this alternative
approach to Growth Management Act protections. A public meeting is
being planned for mid-May, and input from farmers and ranchers is
needed. See our web site for the full article at www.cascadiacd.org
Thank you to the Chelan County Port District for partnering with
Cascadia for our Wenatchee River Appreciation event on Saturday,
April 25! Also, thank you to
Cascadia Quality Water, Crunch
Pak, Apple Valley Pumping, and
Cascade Columbia Fisheries
Enhancement Group for their
donations, and to our partners and
volunteers for their participation!

A big thank you to our three new funding sources for keeping
important outreach projects and programs in operation!

Black
Hawthorn
Thorns

14 N Mission St Wenatchee, WA 98801
(509) 436-1601 • www.cascadiacd.org
Board of Supervisors
Josh Koempel, Chair
Hal Hawley, Vice Chair
Roger Wristen, A uditor
Jim Bartelme, Member
Junell Wentz, Member
Larry Cordes, Associate
Conard Petersen, A ssociate

CCD Regular Board Meetings
-May 21, 2015 3:30-5:00 pm at 14 N Mission St, Wenatchee
-June 18, 2015 3:30-5:00 pm at 14 N Mission St, Wenatchee
-July 16, 2015 3:30-5:00 pm at 14 N Mission St, Wenatchee

Staff Members
Mark Amara, Archaeologist
Mike Cushman, Project Coordinator II
Kristine Desgroseillier, Resource Specialist I
Peggy Entzel, District Administrator
Patrick Haggerty, Project Coordinator II
Valerie Hampton, Administrative Assistant
Zach Hinman, A meriCorps Member
Kim Lancaster, Archaeologist
This newsletter is funded in part by grants from
Sandy Letzing, Resource Specialist
the Washington State Conservation Commission,
the Washington State Department of Ecology and Amanda Levesque, Education & Outreach
Michael Rickel, Program Manager
other public and private granting entities.
Jason Sims, Resource Specialist II
Please Remember to Recycle
Nada Wentz, Office Assistant

Cascadia Conservation District has a blog:
Please check it out at:
http://ccdconservationconversation.blogspot.com/

he native Black Hawthorn tree is
becoming a high-risk threat for the
fruit growers of Chelan and Douglas
County. This is because the Black
Hawthorn tree is the primary host for the
Apple Maggot Pest.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

