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Landowner Spotlight: Tim & Rose Bean  

T im and Rose Bean of Chelan have felt the effects of wildfires and some of the other  
natural hazards they can trigger. Their property was damaged by a debris flow that  

deposited over 600 cubic yards of mud, rocks, and branches in and around their home. 
 
The summer of 2015 was filled with large wildfires that burned across much of  
Washington, consuming over 900,000 acres of land. Decades of mismanagement had 
resulted in an accumulation of fuels for these fires. A year later, on October 16, 2016, the 
Beans experience one of the most significant after effects that can result from previously 
burned land. After several days of heavy rain, the Beansô home was on the path of a post 
fire flood event. See photos of the damage to the right. 

 
Debris flows are the result of heavy rainfall in areas where the land is damaged structurally, in this case due 
to loss of vegetation following an intense wildfire. The sand and soil are saturated and the large loose  
particles, without any root systems to hold them in place, flow downhill. In this particular case, its path was 
into homes and across Lakeshore Road. 
 
Cascadia Conservation District (CCD) and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
worked together to help repair the damage to their access road and mitigate future danger and potential  
damage to the Beans as well as neighboring residents and their properties. A damage survey report was  
completed for the ñEmergency Watershed Protection Programò (EWP) and funding was approved for the  
proposed project.  
 
Tim Bean explained that Joe Lange of NRCS and Mike Cushman of CCD shared what resources might be 
available to help understand what happened, why it happened, what are the probabilities of it occurring again, 
and what homeowners could do to protect the value of their properties. They explained the only way to  

mitigate a future event is to provide a path for potential future mudslide to follow, 
and that there may be Federal Disaster Relief Funds available to fund a project under 
Emergency Watershed Management. 
 
The application by Joe Lange for funding was successful; together Mike and Joe led 
the construction team to execute the plan developed by Joe. The project was  
completed on June 26, 2017. 
 
ñWe organized ourselves as a group of three landowners, and engaged Joe and Mike 
in a series of meetings and follow up e-mails that led to a site plan to dig a trench 
and dike from Lakeshore Road down through the Bean and Ellington properties,ò 
said Bean. ñToday our properties are better protected from a potential future event.ò 
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See page 3 for more information and an order form. 

 

  

Cascadia offers free fire risk assessments. 
Contact Amanda Levesque Newell at  
amandal@cascadiacd.org or  

(509) 436-1601 for additional info 

The best offense... 

...is a good defense. 

Donõt wait... 

...until itõs too late! 

Wood chips from Chelan free dump days  
being used for restoration projects  

 Need help managing natural resources on your 
property? Cascadia is here to help! 

 
Cascadiaôs Landowner Assistance Program offers technical and 

financial assistance and can pay up to 75%  
of the total cost of eligible projects. Eligible projects include: 
fuels reduction, irrigation system upgrades, and more.  

 
For additional information, please contact Sandy Letzing at:  

(509) 436-1601 or Sandyl@cascadiacd.org  

mailto:Kristine.desgroseill@wa.nacdnet.net

