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National Drought Mitigation Center

Soil and Water Conservation Society



NRCS
 “Helping People Help the Land”

 Offices in Wenatchee, Waterville, 
Ellensburg, Ephrata, & Yakima

Conservation District
 45 in Washington (39 counties)

 Governed by five board members 
(farmers, landowners, local citizens)

 Engage people with voluntary actions 
that keep our air, water, soil, 
habitats, and farmland healthy for all. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/washington





Our Services



Creating Gardens that Inspire
Heritage Gardens

 WATER-SMART LANDSCAPING
 Honoring the Heritage of the Columbia River Basin



 The Heritage Garden 
Program was created by the 
Benton Conservation District 
in partnership with the 
Columbia Basin Chapter of 
the Washington Native Plant 
Society (WNPS). 



Where are Heritage Gardens found?

 In the Summer 2022, the 
Program expanded into Chelan 
County in partnership with 
Cascadia CD and the Wenatchee 
Valley Chapter of the WNPS.

 Funding for Heritage Gardens 
in Chelan County is provided by:

 Washington State Conservation 
Commission

 National Association of 
Conservation Districts – Urban 
Ag Conservation grant



What are 
Heritage Gardens?

 Heritage Gardens are 
landscaped areas designed 
to honor the cultural 
and natural heritage of the 
Columbia River Basin 
while utilizing sustainable 
gardening practices.



What is the purpose of the 
Heritage Garden program?

 Promote the use of native plants,
especially those of cultural significance.

 Promote low-water-use landscaping & 
efficient irrigation methods.

 Educate our community about the 
history and biodiversity of the Columbia 
River Basin.

By Kmusser - self-made, based on USGS and 
Digital Chart of the World data., CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3844725



Heritage Garden Process

 Elements of creating a Heritage Garden:

 Flora

 Fauna

 Geology

 Cultural

 Certification Checklist

 Required Practices

 Recommended Practices (technical assistance)

 A landscape meeting the minimum requirements 
will receive a yard sign. 



Heritage Garden Process

Objectives

 Goals

 Maintenance

 Short & long-term

 Square footage

 Level of difficulty

 Availability

 Formal vs. Informal

 Themed

 Paths, access points

 Site preparation 

 Timeline

Site Conditions

 Sun exposure or shaded

 Wind exposure

 Soil type

 Sloped or level, elevation

 Wildlife or pets

 Busy or quiet street

 Location - neighbors

 Access to water

 Non-natives you wish to keep



Questions?



Heritage Garden Criteria
Flora
 At least 5 different species of plants

 75% native to Washington State

 30% needing less than 10 inches of water 
annually

 No more than 10% needing more than 
30 inches of water annually
 Customize planting designs to microclimates 

throughout Chelan Co.

 Blooming throughout the growing season

Photo: WSCC





Heritage Garden Criteria

Fauna
 Include at least 2 plant species having 

wildlife value 

Photo: WSCC

Photo: WSCC



Heritage Garden Criteria

 At least 1 plant species of cultural significance

 Cultural Significance –
 Indigenous Peoples

 Incorporate the ethnobotany of the tribes into your Heritage Garden by 
including plants used for food, shelter, and medicine

 Explorers and Botanists

 Species noted in Meriweather Lewis’ journals or by other early 
explorers & botanists

Photo: WSCC



Munro’s Globemallow
Sphaeralcea munroana, SPMU2

 Wildflower

 < 10 inches annual precipitation, Sun

 Overwatering causes stems to lie flat

 Susceptible to powdery mildew and fungal rust

 Native to WA and iconic to the Columbia Basin

 32” H x 30” W 

 Blooms May-August 

 Easy to maintain, drought tolerant, reseeds itself

Photo: WSCC

Photo: Bob Kolowith



Golden Currant 
Ribes aureum, RIAU

 Shrub

 < 20 inches annual precipitation, Sun – light shade

 Prune to keep shape & fruit production

 Native to WA & entire US except the Southeast

 8’ H x 6’ W

 Spring bloom

 Rhizomatous but not aggressive, easy to grow, 
“Acid-tasting golden”

“I find these fruits very pleasant particularly the 
yellow currant which I think vastly preferable to 
those of our gardens.” 
~Meriwether Lewis, 1805



Snow buckwheat 
Eriogonum niveum, ERNI2

 Sub-shrub

 < 10 – 18 inches annual precipitation, Sun

 Native to WA, OR, ID

 30” H x 30” W

 Fall bloom

 Easy to grow, drought tolerant, low maintenance, 
allow reseeds to grow for ever-expanding colony

Niveum in Latin means “snow-white”



Bluebunch Wheatgrass
Pseudoroegneria spicata, PSSP6

 Graminoid

 < 10 – 20 inches annual precipitation, Sun – light shade

 Native to WA, OR, ID, Great Basin

 Official State Grass of Washington & Montana

 36” H x 12” W

 Dominant species in native shrub-steppe

 Fast-growing, easy maintenance, cut back last year’s 
remnants to enhance vigor 

Important food for deer, elk, and cattle
Larval host plant for woodland skipper butterfly



Flows of the Columbia River Basalt Group
Source: HUGEfloods.com

Several million years ago, one of the largest basaltic lava 
floods ever to appear on the earth’s surface engulfed a 
large portion of the Pacific Northwest. Lava flows 
accumulated to a thickness of more than 6,000 feet. 



Glacial Lake Missoula
Source: HUGEfloods.com

Glacial Lake Missoula impounded behind “Ice Dam”. 
Another blockage occurred to the west where the Okanogan 
Lobe plugged the Columbia River’s course creating Glacial 
Lake Columbia 



Heritage Garden Criteria
Geological Features 
 Basalt flows and ice-age floods shaped the 

predominate geological features of the 
Columbia River Basin. 

 At least 1 geological feature. 
 Basalt columns

 Large basalt for mulch and small crushed 
basalt for mulch and foot paths

 Ice-age flood deposited erratics
 Small to large boulder-sized granite carried on 

ice during the Montana floods. Dropped when 
the ice melted.

 River rock

 Basalt used as a bench



Other Required Practices –
Irrigation

 Irrigation system designed to 
apply appropriate amount of 
water to each planting zone.

 Initial watering to establish 
plants for gardens that do not 
require supplemental water. 



Other Required Practices –
Weed Control
 Does not contain any prohibited plants in Washington.

 See Washington State-listed Noxious Weeds on the USDA Plant Data 
website at http://plants.usda.gov



Other Required Practices –
Compliance

 Complies with all County / City 
Codes, Laws, Ordinances, and 
HOA Rules (if applicable). 



Questions?



HG’s come in all 
sizes & shapes!



Cheryl’s HG, 
Richland

Before

After



Reg & Sheila’s HG, Kennewick

AfterBefore



Marten’s HG, Pasco



Municipality -
Kennewick Hansen Park



Current Clients

 Demonstration gardens

 WSU Ext. Master Gardeners

 WNPS – Wen Valley Chapter

 Landowners in Leavenworth

 Landowners in Wenatchee

 Rotary Clubs 

 Non-profit organizations

 Technical assistance. 

 No cost-share. No plant sale.

Photos: WA Conservation Commission



Rotary Clubs – Pollinator Highway
British Columbia to Washington



Saddle Rock TH Native Plant Garden, Wenatchee

 Volunteers wanted!  Minimal commitment.



Website 
hgcd.info



Plant Selection Guides

https://www.wnps.org/store

Derbycanyonnatives.com

burkeherbarium.org/imagecollection/



Contact Us

Elizabeth Jackson
elizabethj@cascadiacd.org

Hgcd.info

www.facebook.com/HeritageGardenProgram

April 1st & 22nd – Pybus Public Market



Audience Poll: 
Question #1 Color

Blue Cream 

Cream
fade 

Green
fade 

White
fade 



Audience Poll: 
Question #2 Layout

Vertical Horizontal 



Questions?


	Heritage Gardens…�in Chelan County
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Our Services
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Where are Heritage Gardens found?
	What are �Heritage Gardens?
	What is the purpose of the �Heritage Garden program?
	Heritage Garden Process
	Heritage Garden Process
	Questions?
	Heritage Garden Criteria
	Slide Number 15
	Heritage Garden Criteria
	Heritage Garden Criteria
	Munro’s Globemallow�Sphaeralcea munroana, SPMU2
	Golden Currant �Ribes aureum, RIAU
	Snow buckwheat �Eriogonum niveum, ERNI2
	Bluebunch Wheatgrass�Pseudoroegneria spicata, PSSP6
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Heritage Garden Criteria
	Other Required Practices – �Irrigation
	Other Required Practices – �Weed Control
	Other Required Practices – �Compliance
	Questions?
	HG’s come in all sizes & shapes!
	Cheryl’s HG, �Richland
	Reg & Sheila’s HG, Kennewick
	Marten’s HG, Pasco
	Municipality - �Kennewick Hansen Park
	Current Clients
	Rotary Clubs – Pollinator Highway�British Columbia to Washington
	Saddle Rock TH Native Plant Garden, Wenatchee
	Website �hgcd.info
	Plant Selection Guides
	Contact Us
	Audience Poll: �Question #1 Color
	Audience Poll: �Question #2 Layout
	Questions?

