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Near the top of Squilchuck Rd, just below Mission Ridge Ski Area, sits a 
neighborhood of about 100 homes. Almost two decades have passed since 
Forest Ridge became the first Firewise Community in Chelan County. With 
steep slopes, dense vegetation throughout, and covenants once requiring wood 
shake roofs there was ample reason for concern.  

B´kª Â¾¾ g~{{¯|s®· {k{fkª« participated in a town hall 
meeting where an expert panel discussed pathways toward a more fire 
adapted community. Drone footage of the Forest Ridge neighborhood 
captured in a short film was used as a case study for a wildfire disaster 
waiting to happen.  
 

7| À¾¾ÆÏ FWRC worked with the local fire district to create a 100 foot 
wide fuel break on the adjacent Scout-A-Vista Boy Scout Camp land. This 

was a good start, but the locals knew fuels reduction to the top of the ridge 
and with other neighboring landowners was needed. A coordinated effort 
kicked-off in 2017 when Squilchuck State Park began forest health thinning 
in FWRCôs back yard.   
 

7| À¾¿Ç-À¾ÀÀÏ Chelan County brought logging and prescribed burns 
in the Stemilt Community Forest, followed by fuels work by the Ski Area, 
and several large private landowners completed WA DNR forest health  
cost-share projects. After almost seven years of waiting, property ownership 
changes, and a detailed environmental analysis from FEMA; grant funding 
finally made it to the ground this spring and 36 acres of the (formerly)  
Scout-A-Vista camp were thinned directly adjacent to the neighborhood.  
 
Pk| ·k^ª« z^®kª {¯gr ~p ®rk z^|i«g^§k ^ª~¯|i ®rs« g~{{¯|s®· 
ªk«k{fzk« ^ rk^z®rskª p~ªk«® ®·§sg^z ~p À¾¾ ·k^ª« ^q~Î   
 

>^«® {~|®rÏ several of the scientists from the 2015 town hall meeting 
expert panel reconvened to discuss preserving old growth trees in fire adapted 
Eastern Washington forests. The discussion was sobering.  
 
In closing remarks the moderator asked, ê+^| ·~¯ ®kzz ¯« ^f~¯® ^ 
z^|i«g^§k µrkªk µk ^ªk i~s|q ^ q~~i x~f ~p ªki¯gs|q µsziƑªk 
ªs«y ^|i ªk«®~ªs|q ®rk p~ªk«®Õë  

4WM+ µ^« gªs®sg^z ®~ {¯gr ~p ®rs« µ~ªyÏ and has contributed greatly to 
improving forest health and reducing wildfire risk to communities in the 
Squilchuck Valley.  
 
7p ·~¯ª g~{{¯|s®· s« s|®kªk«®ki s| µ~ªys|q ®~qk®rkª ®~ 
gªk^®k ^ p¯kz fªk^y ^ª~¯|i ®rk |ksqrf~ªr~~i §zk^«k ªk^gr 
~¯® ®~ J^ª®sgy 6^qqkª®· ^® §^®ªsgyrĈg^«g^is^giÎ~ªqÎ 
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FOREST RIDGE WILDFIRE COALITION 

7® µ^« k|g~¯ª^qs|q µrk| ^ §^|kzs«® ªk§zskiÏ êN©¯szgr¯gyÎ 
Prª~¯qr §^ª®|kª«rs§«Ï g~~ªis|^®s~|Ï ^|i «¯ggk««p¯z qª^|® 
p¯|is|qÏ §¯fzsg ^|i §ªs´^®k z^|i~µ|kª« r^´k g~{§zk®ki 

~´kª ÁÏ¾¾¾ ^gªk« ~p «®ª^®kqsg p¯kz ªki¯g®s~|Îë   
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4~ªk«® Msiqk WsziƑªk +~^zs®s~| Ý4MW+Þ ®^gyzki ®rk«k g~|gkª|« 
~|k-f·-~|k ~´kª ®rk ·k^ª« ®rª~¯qr §ª~xkg®« zsyk g~{{¯|s®· 
ki¯g^®s~|Ï grs§§s|q §ª~qª^{«Ï ikpk|«sfzk «§^gk ^««k««{k|®«Ï 
^|i µ~ªys|q µs®r |ksqrf~ªs|q z^|i~µ|kª« ®~ g~{§zk®k  

p¯kz ®ªk^®{k|®« ~| «®^®k ^|i §ªs´^®k z^|iÎ    

"p®kª ®rk À¾¿Ã µsziƑªk «k^«~|Ï 
ªk«sik|®« ^ª~¯|i +rkz^|  
+~¯|®· µkªk s|®k|® ~|  

Ƒ|is|q µ^·« ®~ ªki¯gk ªs«y  
®~ ®rksª g~{{¯|s®sk«Î  

Jr~®~«Ð Wk|^®grkk V^zzk· 
4sªk -s«®ªsg® ®k^{« ¯§ µs®r 
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