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Near the top of Squilchuck Rd, just below Mission Ridge Ski Area, sits a 
neighborhood of about 100 homes. Almost two decades have passed since 
Forest Ridge became the first Firewise Community in Chelan County. With 
steep slopes, dense vegetation throughout, and covenants once requiring wood 
shake roofs there was ample reason for concern.  

Over 400 community members participated in a town hall 
meeting where an expert panel discussed pathways toward a more fire 
adapted community. Drone footage of the Forest Ridge neighborhood 
captured in a short film was used as a case study for a wildfire disaster 
waiting to happen.  
 

In 2008, FWRC worked with the local fire district to create a 100 foot 
wide fuel break on the adjacent Scout-A-Vista Boy Scout Camp land. This 

was a good start, but the locals knew fuels reduction to the top of the ridge 
and with other neighboring landowners was needed. A coordinated effort 
kicked-off in 2017 when Squilchuck State Park began forest health thinning 
in FWRC’s back yard.   
 

In 2019-2022, Chelan County brought logging and prescribed burns 
in the Stemilt Community Forest, followed by fuels work by the Ski Area, 
and several large private landowners completed WA DNR forest health  
cost-share projects. After almost seven years of waiting, property ownership 
changes, and a detailed environmental analysis from FEMA; grant funding 
finally made it to the ground this spring and 36 acres of the (formerly)  
Scout-A-Vista camp were thinned directly adjacent to the neighborhood.  
 
Ten years later much of the landscape around this community 
resembles a healthier forest typical of 200 years ago.   
 

Last month, several of the scientists from the 2015 town hall meeting 
expert panel reconvened to discuss preserving old growth trees in fire adapted 
Eastern Washington forests. The discussion was sobering.  
 
In closing remarks the moderator asked, “Can you tell us about a 
landscape where we are doing a good job of reducing wildfire 
risk and restoring the forest?”  

FWRC was critical to much of this work, and has contributed greatly to 
improving forest health and reducing wildfire risk to communities in the 
Squilchuck Valley.  
 
If your community is interested in working together to 
create a fuel break around the neighborhood please reach 
out to Partick Haggerty at patrickh@cascadiacd.org. 
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It was encouraging when a panelist replied, “Squilchuck. 
Through partnerships, coordination, and successful grant 
funding, public and private landowners have completed 

over 3,000 acres of strategic fuel reduction.”   
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Forest Ridge Wildfire Coalition (FRWC) tackled these concerns 
one-by-one over the years through projects like community 

education, chipping programs, defensible space assessments, 
and working with neighboring landowners to complete  

fuel treatments on state and private land.    

After the 2015 wildfire season, 
residents around Chelan  

County were intent on  
finding ways to reduce risk  

to their communities.  

Photos: Wenatchee Valley 
Fire District teams up with 
FWRC to host a chainsaw 

training course for  
landowners in shaded fuel 
break behind Forest Ridge 

neighborhood.  
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Please contact us for a free home risk assessment to help 
you choose which home hardening practice(s) would be 
the best fit for your home and property: 
IsobelW@cascadiacd.org or (509) 312-8555 
JoeH@cascadiacd.org or (509) 306-8189 

Cascadia is partnering with a local crew, Leavenworth Fire  
District 3 and Lake Wenatchee Fire and Rescue to make fuels  
reduction more accessible to community members in the  
Cashmere, Leavenworth and Lake Wenatchee areas.  
 
If you or someone you know would like support with fuels  
reduction around the home, assistance is available. Contact  
Isobel Woolner (info above) at Cascadia for more information 
and how to apply.  

FOR MORE INFO OR  
TO APPLY CONTACT:  
 
IsobelW@cascadiacd.org 
or (509) 312-8555 
 
JoeH@cascadiacd.org or 
(509) 306-8189 

The programs on this page are supported with funding from Washington’s 
Climate Commitment Act. The CCA puts cap-and-invest dollars to work 
reducing climate pollution, creating jobs, and improving public health. 

Information about the CCA is available at www.climate.wa.gov.  

A three-acre burn outside of Leavenworth brought 15 volunteers to  
assist in the kickoff burn to the fall season. The landowner had previously 

thinned the forest, and this burn successfully reduced a majority of  
sticks and logs on the ground as well as some of the brush to charcoal  

and ash, recycling nutrients into the ground, providing an ideal  
seedbed for grasses and wildflowers as well as providing more  

water retention and availability to the residual vegetation.  

Burning into the evening, this three-acre prescribed fire outside  
Leavenworth was follow-up to a previous fuels reduction treatment. The 

burn had 15 volunteers, helped create a buffer around the house that 
would not burn as hot in a wildfire, reduced the risk to the structures, and 

was a DNR Certified Burner checkoff burn for a local burn leader. 

33 volunteers helped with the prescribed fire at Camp CAMREC up Little 
Chumstick. The eight-acre footprint had varying slopes, aspects, and  

vegetation which made it a complicated burn, but the group pulled it off 
flawlessly. Seasoned participants mentored those new to fire to help pass 
the proverbial “torch of knowledge” & ensure things went to plan. It was a 
great cap to the two Learn and Burn classes hosted at the camp this year.  
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Partners: Cascade Fisheries, Cascade Quality Water, Chelan County 

Fire District 1, Chelan County Natural Resources Department, City of 
Wenatchee, Columbia Breaks Fire Interpretive Center, Douglas County 
PUD, US Department of Agriculture, US Fish & Wildlife Service, US Forest 
Service, WA Department of Fish & Wildlife, WA Department of Natural  
Resources, several amazing community members/volunteers! 
 

Funders: WA State Conservation Commission’s Forest Health Grant, 

WA Department of Ecology and WA Recreation & Conservation Office’s 
No Child Left Inside funding, South Douglas Conservation District! 

A HUGE thank you to all of our partners and funders 
who helped us provide local students with  
place-based, career-connected learning through  
Kids in the Creek and Kids in the Forest this fall! 

CREATING CONNECTIONS 
TO CONSERVATION 
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 Upcoming Meetings & Events 
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 Cascadia Conservation District Board Meetings 
Nov 15, Dec 20, Jan 17, 1:30-4:00 pm. Watch our website or call  
(509) 436-1601 for updates. Call-in/Zoom options are available.  
*Strategic planning in progress. Watch our website for updates  
& opportunities to participate. 

 
Entiat Watershed Planning Unit Meeting 
TBD, 4:00-7:00 pm, Entiat Fire Station, 2200 Entiat Way. Food 
provided. Call/Zoom participation available. Call (509) 436-1601 for 
details. (Next meeting date will be posted on Cascadia’s website when 
confirmed: cascadiacd.org) 
 

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust 

• Annual Celebration Dinner: Nov 1, St. Josephs Church,  
6pm-9pm.  
Contact dania@cdlandtrust.org or 509.667.9708 

• Seeding Work Party: Nov 8, Kenzie’s Landing Trailhead,  
10am-1pm. Contact ayla@cdlandtrust.org or 509.667.9708 

• Ugly Sweater Stroll: Nov 20, Jacobson Preserve, 4pm-5pm.  
Contact ayla@cdlandtrust.org or 509.667.9708 

• Outdoor Clothing Swap: Dec 7, location TBD, 12am-3pm.  
Contact ayla@cdlandtrust.org or visit cdlandtrust.org 

• Winter Solstice: Dec 21, Saddle Rock, time TBD.  
Contact ayla@cdlandtrust.org or visit cdlandtrust.org 

 

Sustainable NCW:  
Upcycled Crafts: Flower and Snowflake Making 
Hosted by Sustainable NCW and Mary Charlee Designs 
Nov 12, from 4:00-5:30 pm at the Cashmere Library, 300 Woodring 
St, Cashmere, WA. More info: https://www.sustainablencw.org/
events/recycled-paper-flowers-making-with-mary-henson-3  
 

Washington Native Plant Society  
Ferns to Know in Chelan County: Dec 5, Wenatchee Valley 
Museum & Cultural Center, 7pm. "Ferns are important parts of many 
local ecosystems and are often overlooked; join us and learn more!".  
Contact: Wenatchee Chapter of the Washington Native Plant 
Society, wenatcheevalleywnps@gmail.com 
 
 

KIDS CORNER: 

 

From the new WA Grown Activity Book. 
More info at www.wagrown.com 

APPLE ORCHARD SEARCH 
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The Conservation Quarterly is 
published on a quarterly basis by 
Cascadia Conservation District and 
reaches over 38,720 households in 
Chelan County.  
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Conservation Commission and other 
public and private granting entities. 
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