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Native Plantings 101: 
Getting Started



·What are natives, and why should 
we consider planting them?

· Selection plants for your native 
garden
· Example plant lists for two sites 

within the Wenatchee Valley

· Seeding/planting

·Maintaining native plants

Overview



·A plant that is a part of the balance of nature that has developed over 
ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ Á ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȣ

What are Native Plants?



Why Should We Plant Natives in Our Landscape?

· Correctly sited native plants are 
adapted to our climate, which can 
lead to less watering and 
maintenance

·When gardeners use native plants, 
they can have beautiful landscapes -
--  and play a vital role in protecting 
biodiversity. 



· Plant selection depends on the 
following:
· Location, and how much you want 

to water
· Sun exposure
· Soils
· Goals for your landscape

· Stagger blooms across the season, 
for both interest and pollinators
· The majority of natives bloom in 

the spring, so take care to include 
summer and fall bloomers

·Go with diversity!

Native Plant Selection ɀGeneral Ideas
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https://www.nwf.org/Garden -for-Wildlife/About/Native -
Plants/keystone-plants-by-ecoregion



·Two different sites
·Low elevation, sunny (Wenatchee)

·Upper Valley, part sun/part shade

·These plants are, from experience, easy to grow and generally available

Example Plant Palettes



·Trees
·Douglas Maple

έΪȭ ÔÁÌÌ ÂÙ ΫΪȭ ×ÉÄÅ

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



·Trees
·Douglas Maple

·Large Shrubs
·3ÃÏÕÌÅÒȭÓ Willow

·Mock-orange

·Serviceberry

Ϋίȭ-άΪȭ ÔÁÌÌ ÂÙ Ϋίȭ ×ÉÄÅ

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



·Trees
·Douglas Maple

·Large Shrubs
·3ÃÏÕÌÅÒȭÓ Willow

·Serviceberry

·Mock-orange

·Medium Sized Shrubs
·Wax or Golden Currant

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes

4-ΰȭ ÔÁÌÌ ÂÙ ή-ΰȭ ×ÉÄÅ



·Trees
·Douglas Maple

·Large Shrubs
·3ÃÏÕÌÅÒȭÓ Willow
·Serviceberry
·Hawthorne (not close to apple 

orchards)

·Medium Shrubs
·Wax or Golden Currant

·Small Shrubs
·Gray Rabbitbrush
·Shrubby Cinquefoil

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



·Perennials
·Orange globemallow

·Blue flax

·2ÉÃÈÁÒÄÓÏÎȭÓ 0ÅÎÓÔÅÍÏÎ

·Sunset Hyssop

·Snow Buckwheat

·Any other buckwheat

·Fleabane daisies

·Bunchgrasses
·Bluebunch wheatgrass

·Indian ricegrass

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



·Annuals
·Typically sown as seeds

·Important for early garden 
color and growth
·Native annual sunflower

·Ballhead gilia

·Farewell-to-spring

·Tickseed

·Beeplants

·Groundcovers
·Kinnickick  

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes


