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Native Plantings 101: 
Getting Started



 What are natives, and why should 
we consider planting them?

 Selection plants for your native 
garden
 Example plant lists for two sites 

within the Wenatchee Valley

 Seeding/planting

 Maintaining native plants

Overview



 A plant that is a part of the balance of nature that has developed over 
thousands of years in a particular region…

What are Native Plants?



Why Should We Plant Natives in Our Landscape?

 Correctly sited native plants are 
adapted to our climate, which can 
lead to less watering and 
maintenance

 When gardeners use native plants, 
they can have beautiful landscapes -
-- and play a vital role in protecting 
biodiversity. 



 Plant selection depends on the 
following:
 Location, and how much you want 

to water
 Sun exposure
 Soils
 Goals for your landscape

 Stagger blooms across the season, 
for both interest and pollinators
 The majority of natives bloom in 

the spring, so take care to include 
summer and fall bloomers

 Go with diversity!

Native Plant Selection – General Ideas



www.derbycanyonnatives.com



www.derbycanyonnatives.com



https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/About/Native-
Plants/keystone-plants-by-ecoregion



 Two different sites
 Low elevation, sunny (Wenatchee)

 Upper Valley, part sun/part shade

 These plants are, from experience, easy to grow and generally available

Example Plant Palettes



 Trees
 Douglas Maple

30’ tall by 10’ wide

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



 Trees
 Douglas Maple

 Large Shrubs
 Scouler’s Willow

 Mock-orange

 Serviceberry

15’-20’ tall by 15’ wide

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



 Trees
 Douglas Maple

 Large Shrubs
 Scouler’s Willow

 Serviceberry

 Mock-orange

 Medium Sized Shrubs
 Wax or Golden Currant

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes

4-6’ tall by 4-6’ wide



 Trees
 Douglas Maple

 Large Shrubs
 Scouler’s Willow
 Serviceberry
 Hawthorne (not close to apple 

orchards)

 Medium Shrubs
 Wax or Golden Currant

 Small Shrubs
 Gray Rabbitbrush
 Shrubby Cinquefoil

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



 Perennials
 Orange globemallow

 Blue flax

 Richardson’s Penstemon

 Sunset Hyssop

 Snow Buckwheat

 Any other buckwheat

 Fleabane daisies

 Bunchgrasses
 Bluebunch wheatgrass

 Indian ricegrass

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



 Annuals
 Typically sown as seeds

 Important for early garden 
color and growth
 Native annual sunflower

 Ballhead gilia

 Farewell-to-spring

 Tickseed

 Beeplants

 Groundcovers
 Kinnickick 

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



Questions on Low Elevation Plants??



 Trees
 Bigleaf Maple

 Vine Maple

Plant Palette for Upper Valley Landscapes With Shade

10 - 25’ tall by 15-20’ wide



 Trees
 Bigleaf Maple

 Vine Maple

 Large Shrubs
 Scouler’s Willow

 Serviceberry

 Mock-orange

 Red-osier dogwood

Plant Palette for Upper Valley Landscapes With Shade

8’ tall by 6-8’ wide



 Trees
 Bigleaf Maple
 Vine Maple

 Large Shrubs
 Scouler’s Willow
 Serviceberry
 Mock-orange
 Red-osier dogwood

 Medium Shrubs
 Golden or Red-flowering 

Currant
 Oceanspray
 Highbush Cranberry

Plant Palette for Upper Valley Landscapes With Shade

6-8’ tall by 6-8’ wide



 Trees
 Bigleaf Maple
 Vine Maple

 Large Shrubs
 Scouler’s Willow
 Serviceberry
 Mock-orange
 Red-osier dogwood

 Medium Shrubs
 Golden or Red-flowering Currant
 Oceanspray
 Highbush Cranberry

 Small Shrubs
 Snowberry

Plant Palette for Upper Valley Landscapes With Shade

3’ tall; hedge-forming



 Perennials
 Penstemons

 Venus, Chelan, Shrubby

 Buckwheats
 Sulfur, creamy, strict

 Showy Fleabane

 Blanketflower

 Leafy-bract Aster

 Native grasses
 Idaho fescue

 Pinegrass

Plant Palette for Upper Valley Landscapes With Shade



 Annuals
 Typically sown as seeds

 Important for early garden 
color and growth
 Native annual sunflower

 Ballhead gilia

 Farewell-to-spring

 Tickseed

 Beeplants

 Groundcovers
 Kinnickick 

 Wild strawberry

Plant Palette for Sunny Low-Elevation Landscapes



Questions on Upper Valley Plants??



Plant Materials

 Seeds
 Appropriate for larger scale projects (larger 

than a 5,000-s.f. backyard)

 Grasses can be easily seeded

 Forbs and shrub seeds often have dormancy 
issues that challenge use by layman 

 Live Plants
 Appropriate for small to medium scale 

projects

 OR

 Species that are challenging to establish by 
seed, such as forbs and shrubs

Newly transplanted rosy pussytoes seedlings



Plant Materials

 Seeds

 Seeding requires substantial site 
preparation work, weed control, 
and lots of bare soil for good 
SEED-TO-SOIL CONTACT

 Live Plants

 Need less site preparation and 
weed control and plants are 
larger and more competitive



How to Purchase Native Plants
Washington Native Plant Society 

https://www.wnps.org/native-gardening/sourcing



 Timing is unique to our climate
 Seeding is easiest and most effective 

during the dormant season

 Planting should occur during fall or 
spring

 With irrigation or watering, this 
window extends
 Just avoid hot months, ideally

Timing of Planting



Planting Method

 Dig a hole
 At least to the depth of the 

roots, and twice as wide as 
the container

• Plant crown at soil level
• Back fill with native soil
• Compact lightly 
• Create watering basin
• Water in



Fertilization

 Slow Release or Compost

 Apply to soil surface

 Not recommended if site 
has intact top soil



Mulch, Mulch, Mulch

 Reduces weedy competition and reduces 
soil moisture loss

 2-3’ diameter (donut or tire shape)

 1-2” depth (less right around plant base)

 Rock or bark/hog fuel

 Stay away from sheet/plastic mulches, 
which deprive soil of oxygen



Protection from Animals

 Deer
 Important for woody 

shrubs and tree seedlings 
in areas with moderate or 
heavy use



Irrigation

 By Hand

 Installed systems
 Drip or micro-sprinkler

 Broadcast irrigation is 
discouraged except for large, 
seeded areas

 Start with minimal 
watering, guided by 
monitoring, not a schedule



Irrigation

 Initial design is critical, which 
needs to take into account water 
needs
 Within a line, you can change 

quantity of water, but not 
frequency

 Plants with drastically different 
needs, should be on different 
lines

 Monitor for soil moisture every 4-
5 days to begin with,



Maintenance
 Monitor soil moisture 

regularly, particularly during 
Years 1 and 2, water as little 
as you can get away with 
after that



Maintenance
 Monitor soil moisture 

regularly, particularly during 
Years 1 and 2, water as little as 
you can get away with after 
that

 Prune immediately for 3Ds
 Dead-Diseased-Damaged

 Prune after well established, 
for shape
 Native shrubs are very tolerant 

of pruning
 Ideally during the dormant 

season

 Cut back perennials as late in 
the spring as you can tolerate 



Thoughts on Gardening with Natives

 Embrace the natural garden 
aesthetic
 Do we need our landscape 

to be “cleaned up” and 
“manicured”?

 Last years stems and leaves 
are habitat!
 Caveat – Firewise Zone 1

 But consider “cues to care”
 Mowed paths through 

meadow, habitat signs, 
stone/gravel pathways, 
benches, etc.



Final Questions??

Mel Asher – mel@derbycanyonnatives.com
www.derbycanyonnatives.com

mailto:mel@derbycanyonnatives.com
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