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Gardening in NCW





·A plant that is a part of the balance of nature that has developed over 
thousands of years in a particular regionȣ

What are Native Plants?



Why Should We Plant Natives in Our Landscapes?

· Correctly sited native plants are 
adapted to our climate, which can 
lead to less watering

·When gardeners use native plants, 
they can have beautiful landscapes -
--  and play a vital role in protecting 
biodiversity. 

·Why are native plants important for 
biodiverity ?



Why Should We Plant Natives in Our Landscapes?

·Why are native plants important for 
biodiversity?
· The Cornell Ornithology Lab estimates a 

decline of 3B birds in North America since 
1970 (Rosenburg et al. 2019), and these 
declines are concentrated amongst 

terrestrial insectivores. 

· Non-native plants support on average 
72% fewer insect species than do natives 
plants (Tallamy and Shropshire 2009), 
due to plant evolution to reduce 
herbivory (Rosenthal and Berenbaum 
2012), and 90% of insects are specialists

·Cardiac glycosides and milky latex in 
Milkweeds



·#ÁÓÃÁÄÉÁ #$ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á 0$& ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÒÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÏÓÔÅÄ ÏÎ 
YouTube.

Native Plant Gardening Calendar - Introduction



Local Climate

Source: Weatherspark.com



Different Climate Zones in Our Region



·Researching and Planning
·Testing soil
·Texture and compaction are critical ɀ FERTILITY IS NOT!

·Texture ɀ ribbon or jar test; Compaction ɀ shovel test

January / February



·Researching and Planning
·Testing soil
·Texture and compaction are critical ɀ 

FERTILITY IS NOT!

·Thinking about exposure and 
irrigation that is already installed.

January / February



·Researching and Planning
·Testing soil
·Texture and compaction are critical ɀ FERTILITY IS NOT!

·Thinking about sun exposure and existing irrigation.

·Recommended publications/sites

January / February



Sources for Information on Inland NW Native Landscaping



·Researching and Planning
·Testing soil
·Texture and compaction are critical ɀ FERTILITY IS NOT!

·Thinking about sun exposure and existing irrigation.

·Recommended publications/sites

·Sourcing

January / February



Where to Purchase
Washington Native Plant Society 

https://www.wnps.org/native -gardening/sourcing



·Researching and Planning
·Testing soil
·Texture and compaction are critical ɀ FERTILITY IS NOT!

·Thinking about sun exposure and existing irrigation.

·Recommended publications/sites

·Sourcing
·Seeds ɀ Northwestmeadowscapes.com ; westernnativeseeds.com ; bfinativeseeds.com

·Derby Canyon Natives ɀ Grass seed only

·Live Plants ɀ Derby Canyon Natives, Plants of the Wild, numerous retail nurseries in 
W. Washington

·Proposals for the 2026 habitat kit season are open from February 23rd through April 
17th : https://xerces.org/pollinator -conservation/habitat -kits/washington

January / February



·Taking a realistic look at our goals, 
climate and expectations
·80% of the US populations lives 

east of the 100th meridian

·ΰΪГ ÏÆ 7!ȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÉÖÅÓ ×ÅÓÔ 
of the Cascades

January / February



·Monitoring moisture around 
evergreens or even perennials that 
stay green

January / February



·If weather allows, sow seeds without stratification requirements

January / February



·Pruner/Tool Maintenance

January / February



·Pruner/Tool Maintenance

·Pruning for structure

January / February



·Pruning for the 3Ds (Dead-Diseased-Damaged), as well as any unwanted 
sprouts or suckers, can happen at any time of the year.

March/April


