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wlay Replace Your (Traditional
Turfgrass) Lawn?

Water is a limited resource, but in a desert lawns reduire reaular watering & are oftew
overwatered,

Mowing uses fuel & labor. If overwatered or cut too short they veed to be mowed even more

often.

Overfertilization can affect soluble oxygen in waterways & add vitrates to water, leading +o
algal blooms & affecting the duality of drivking water.

Non-native turfgrasses, which haven't co-evolved with native sects, dow'+ provide habitat
or food for pollinators or wildlife in geveral.
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wWhy Replace Your
(Traditional

Turfgrass) Lawn?

Native plants provide food,
shelter, & habitat for vative
nsects, birds, and other wildlife.

Prought- -adapted vative plants
reduire far less water than
turfgrass lawns, especially atter
establishwment.

Aside from weedivg, the lawn
alternatives we'll talk about veed
little maintenance.

Lawn alternatives are wmore
visually interesting than a law,







Eco-Friendly Laww
Alternatives

Replace your ecological dead zone with wative plants
and add paths—crushed gravel, stepstones, pavers, or
even mulch--for moving thronagh your yard.
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Dronght-Tolerant
Native Grass Lawws

* A lawn seeded with a wix of native arasses adapted +o your site
conditions will require far less watering than a traditional turforass
lawn—weekly, biweekly, or even less--after establishment.

* Mou can leave your native lawn unmowed or mow it as needed for play
or outdoor events,

* Derly Canyon Natives carries several wative grass seed blends.

* The Naturalized Turf Blend cousists primarily of fescues and other
short grasses.

* The other blewds are targeted for average awnal precipitation:
A27,12-22", and 5227 The grass species vary in mature height.,

* Mou cavn also customize your own blewd,

* No matter what option you choose, those species that are best
adapted o our site will dominate over time.
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Native Grasses +
Low-Growing Flowers
= Eco-Lawns

* Maak (turf-type) varrow (Achillea milletolinm
Maak'): £ low-growing yarrow that blooms on
short stems and works well with native
fescues, prairie Junearass, and clovers.

* Native clovers:
( Tritfolam microcephalum), an anwnal semi-
creeping spring wildflower;
( Tritolium cilolatum), on ananal tolerant of
harsh conditions; and
( Tritoliam macrocephalum), a short perenvial
with 2-4" flowers.




Native Grasses +
Low-@Growing Flowers
= Eco-Lawns

« Three-week fescue (Festuca microstachys): This guick-
growing awnal arass is useful for filling v among
slower-growing grasses and perenvials, helping reduce
weeds, tolerates poor <oils, and is a host plant for many
butterfly and moth caterpillars.

* Poverty oa-l'@mss (Panthonia spicata): This slow- and
low-growing (4-6" leaves, 12" flower stalks) arass
tolerates full sun to part shade and coarse, poor soils
and won't crowd out perenvial flowers, T+'s also a
coterpillar host plant,

o Path rush (Juncus tenuis): This 612" tufty little
plant is tolerawt of tramplivg, tough conditions, and
mowivgy and can be interplanted with low-growivg
wildflowers.
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Tuclude annuals, perewnials, & bunchgrasses. ] . 3 T -

Something should be v bloowm from spring into la
summer/early fall,

Choose a specific color palette or go wild with o
of different colors. B

Perevnials & summer-blooming annals sMomm ,r, £
adapted to your site. e

Sprmg avnnals from regions with more mmfgl
should bloowm but will die iv +he summer., f:gcf—‘,t v

WMany annuals will reseed. A few may eventuallyaet
crowded out by perennials and grasses while others
are wore competitive. M

@rasses should be tall enough not tobe
overwhelmed by the flowers. o)

Photo belongs to Norv‘hwasﬂ'lflmdowswpésg&'g.
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Tips for Your Wildflower Meadow

* Choose as many species of perewiials, amnals, & bunchagrasses asyon'd like.

* ourameadow, will change over time as some species outcompete others:

* Plav on seeding (almost) everytiing.

« Twuclude some plants ifon can't wait or can’t obtainiseeds:

* Sewme species (6.0, arrowleaf balsamroot and lupines).shodld nsually be seedéd.

* Amnals should be seeded, preferablyin late fall though early spring works for
some speciess

* Seme species require patievce & might take 2-3 yrs +o break dormancy and
germmmate.
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Wildflower Meadow Tdeas for
Very Pry Sites

* Anmnals will help fill in bare areas as sowme species o dormant.,

* Perevvials: Arrowleaf balsamroot, silky and sulphur lupive, line-
leaved daisy, threadleaf fleabave, barestem biscuitroot, creamy
buckwheat, snow buckwheat

* Bunchgrasses: Indiav rice grass, bottlebrush sauirreltall,
bluebunch wheatorass

* Anvnals: Globe ailia, threadleat and lacy phacelia, diamond clarkia,
elkhorw clarkia, large-flowered colloia, maiden clover, farewell to
sprivg, vellow beeplant, hoary tansyaster
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Wildflower Weadow Tdeas for
Woderately Dry Sites

* Perenvials: Arrowleaf balsamroot, silky and sulphur lupine, sulphur buckwheat,
sitverleaf phacelia, arrow, spreadivg dogbane, narrow-leaf milkweed,
blanketflower, hairy goldevaster, Canada goldenrod

« Bunchgrasses: Bottlebrush squirreltail, pinegrass, Tdaho fescue, prairie
Juearass

* Annnals: Globe gjilia, threadleat and lacy plhacelia, diamond clarkia, elkhorn
clarkia, large-flowered collowmia, maiden clover, farewell to spring, yellow
beeplant, Plains coreopsis
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Arrowleaf Balsamroot and Blanketflower
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Silky Lupine & Hairy Goldenaster




Threadleat Fleabane & Live-Leaved Daisy
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Buckwheat,

Creamy * Al have long bloom periods and  FPEREEE SRS 4« ¢85 L GRS
Buckwheat, and are Very drought-tolerant. R 7 o G T M )
Buckwheat i W e T
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Bluebunch Wheatgrass & Pinegrass
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Tdaho Fescue and Prairie Junearass
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Hoary Tansyaster
& Yellow Beeplant
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Diamownd Clarkia &
Farewell +o Spring
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Waiden Clover and Large-Flowered Collomia
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Killing Your
Existing Laww

Start by dealing with any existing
weeds. ITf you live in Chelan County,
contact the Noxious Weed Board
for help.

Timing is important. You want a
completely dead lawn before it's
time to sow seeds in mid- to late

fall.

Stop irrigating v the heat of
summer.,

Scalp the lawn with a mower or
string-trimmer.

Leave the dead turfgrass plants
i1 place until you're ready to prep
the soil for seeding,



Planting Seeds

e Direct-sow most native seeds in late October or Novewmber
before it snows. Sovme species can be sown n early spring,

* Remove the dead grass with a leaf rake, thew use a garden
rake to loosen the soll surface.

* You mighht need to bulk up the seeds with vermiculite, sand, or
other inert material prior to spreading i+,

o Scatter seed by hand or with a seed-spreader, then walk over
or lightly rake the area to get good seed-to-soll contact.

* Tv a dry winter, you might need to water occasionally to keep
the seeds moist.

* If vou plant v spring, vou'll veed +o water durivg both the
germination and establishment periods.



* Watering has two different
purposes: plant germination or
establishment and continued

Watering/Trrigation ~ SArVival, | |
* To promote wore rapid growth v

the first season, water Young plants
a bit wore than they need to
survive. For dronght-tolerant
natives, water ovice or twice a
week—or more, during very hot
weather.

* Tf yout have aw irrigation system,
move heads and mdke other changes
before plavting or be prepared to
hand water.
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Lavdscape
WMaintenance Tips

* Overwatering cam kill drought-tolerant
plants.

* Be sure to leave twigs and other litter for
shelter for pollinators and small critters.

* Don't dead-head flowers during the growing
season--birds will eat the seeds.

* In late fall, you can cut flower stalks at a
ravnage of heights, from -24", for bee nests.

* Dot cut back grasses in the fall. Tnsects
might be overwintering on thewm.

* Learn to identify weeds and their seedlings
so \jou cav deal with them efficiently.



Seed and Plant
Sources

* Derby Canyon Natives, Peshastin, WA (plants, grass
seed), derbycanyonnatives.com.

* Northwest WMeadowscapes, Port Towusend, WA.
Northwestmeadowscapes.com sells wative wildflower
and grass seeds of the Northwest, including anvuals.

They even have a section with species for the Tuland
Northwest.

« Western Native Seed, Coaldale, CO,
westermiativeseed.com. Click on the plavt name to

get detailed informatiow, including water requirements
and a map showing it+s wative range.




Resources

* Xerces Society, Washington Biology Techmical Note 24 (Revised): Plants for
Pollinators in the Inland Nor+hwest
https:/ [www.xerces.org/sites/defanlt/files/publications/12-004.pdf

* Derly Canyon Natives, Peshastin, Washington, Plants for Birds and Butterflies
derbycanyonnatives.com/plants/for-birds-and-butterflies/



https://www.xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/13-004.pdf
https://www.xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/13-004.pdf
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Resources

« “How Can I Help? Saving Nature withNour Yard,” Douglas

W. Tallamy.
« “Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach o Conservation
tarts | Nard,” l llamy,

* “The Living Landscape: Designing for Beanty and
Biodiversity in the Home Garden,” Donglas W. Tallamy and
Rick Darke.

* “Attracting Native Pollivators: Protecting North America’s
Bees and Butterflies,” The Xerces Society.

* “Using Native Plants +o Preserve Birds and Protect Homes
Under a Chavnging Climate Scenario,” Kittitas Aundubon
Society.

o Cowtact wme at ScasousirbanttorticultureDgmailcom or
210.952.7750.
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