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Why Replace Your (Traditional 
Turfgrass) Lawn?

ÅWater is a limited resource, but in a desert lawns require regular watering & are often 
overwatered.

ÅMowing uses fuel & labor. If overwatered or cut too short they need to be mowed even more 
often.

ÅOverfertilization can affect soluble oxygen in waterways & add nitrates to water, leading to 
algal blooms & affecting the quality of drinking water.

ÅNon-native turfgrasses, which havenΔt co-evolved with native insects, donΔt provide habitat 
or food for pollinators or wildlife in general.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%DA%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%A8
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Why Replace Your 

(Traditional 

Turfgrass) Lawn?

ÅNative plants provide food, 

shelter, & habitat for native 

insects, birds, and other wildlife.

ÅDrought-adapted native plants 

require far  less water than 

turfgrass lawns, especially after 

establishment.

ÅAside from weeding, the lawn 

alternatives weΔll talk about need 
little maintenance.

ÅLawn alternatives are more 

visually interesting than a lawn.



Planning



Eco-Friendly Lawn 
Alternatives

Replace your ecological dead zone with native plants 
and add pathsΑcrushed gravel, stepstones, pavers, or 

even mulch--for moving through your yard.
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Drought-Tolerant 

Native Grass Lawns

ÅA lawn seeded with a mix of native grasses adapted to your site 
conditions will require far less watering than a traditional turfgrass 
lawnΑweekly, biweekly, or even less--after establishment.

ÅYou can leave your native lawn unmowed or mow it as needed for play 
or outdoor events.

ÅDerby Canyon Natives carries several native grass seed blends. 

ÅThe Naturalized Turf Blend consists primarily of fescues and other 
short grasses.

ÅThe other blends are targeted for average annual precipitation: 
<12Η, 12-22Η, and >22Η. The grass species vary in mature height.

ÅYou can also customize your own blend. 

ÅNo matter what option you choose, those species that are best 
adapted to your site will dominate over time.
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Native Grasses + 
Low-Growing Flowers

= Eco-Lawns

ÅYaak (turf -type) yarrow (Achillea millefolium 
ΓYaakΔ): A low-growing yarrow that blooms on 
short stems and works well with native 
fescues, prairie Junegrass, and clovers.

ÅNative clovers: Maiden or small-headed clover 
(Trifolum microcephalum), an annual semi-
creeping spring wildflower; foothill clover 
(Trifolium cilolatum), an annual tolerant of 
harsh conditions; and large-headed clover 
(Trifolium macrocephalum), a short perennial 
with 3 -4Η flowers.



Native Grasses + 

Low-Growing Flowers

= Eco-Lawns

ÅThree-week fescue (Festuca microstachys): This quick-

growing annual grass is useful for filling in among 

slower-growing grasses and perennials, helping reduce 

weeds, tolerates poor soils, and is a host plant for many 

butterfly and moth caterpillars.

ÅPoverty oatgrass (Danthonia spicata): This slow- and 

low-growing (4-6Η leaves, 12Η flower stalks) grass 

tolerates full sun to part shade and coarse, poor soils 

and wonΔt crowd out perennial flowers. ItΔs also a 

caterpillar host plant.

ÅPath rush (Juncus tenuis): This 6-12Η tufty little 

plant is tolerant of trampling, tough conditions, and 

mowing and can be interplanted with low-growing 

wildflowers.



Wildflower Meadows 
ÅInclude annuals, perennials, & bunchgrasses.

ÅSomething should be in bloom from spring into late 
summer/early fall.

ÅChoose a specific color palette or go wild with a riot 
of different colors.

ÅPerennials & summer-blooming annuals should be 
adapted to your site.

ÅSpring annuals from regions with more rainfall 
should bloom but will die in the summer.

ÅMany annuals will reseed. A few may eventually get 
crowded out by perennials and grasses while others 
are more competitive.

ÅGrasses should be tall enough not to be 
overwhelmed by the flowers.

ÅPhoto belongs to NorthwestMeadowscapes.com.



Tips for Your Wildflower Meadow

ÅChoose as many species of perennials, annuals, & bunchgrasses as youΔd like.

ÅYour meadow will change over time as some species outcompete others.

ÅPlan on seeding (almost) everything.

ÅInclude some plants if you canΔt wait or canΔt obtain seeds.

ÅSome species (e.g., arrowleaf balsamroot and lupines) should usually be seeded.

ÅAnnuals should be seeded, preferably in late fall though early spring works for 

some species.

ÅSome species require patience & might take 2-3 yrs to break dormancy and 

germinate.
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Wildflower Meadow Ideas for 

Very Dry Sites

ÅAnnuals will help fill in bare areas as some species go dormant.

ÅPerennials: Arrowleaf balsamroot, silky and sulphur lupine, line-

leaved daisy, threadleaf  fleabane, barestem biscuitroot, creamy 

buckwheat, snow buckwheat

ÅBunchgrasses: Indian rice grass, bottlebrush squirreltail, 

bluebunch wheatgrass

ÅAnnuals: Globe gilia, threadleaf and lacy phacelia, diamond clarkia, 

elkhorn clarkia, large-flowered collomia, maiden clover, farewell to 

spring, yellow beeplant, hoary tansyaster
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Wildflower Meadow Ideas for 

Moderately Dry Sites

ÅPerennials: Arrowleaf balsamroot, silky and sulphur lupine, sulphur buckwheat, 

silverleaf phacelia, yarrow, spreading dogbane, narrow-leaf milkweed, 
blanketflower, hairy goldenaster, Canada goldenrod

ÅBunchgrasses: Bottlebrush squirreltail, pinegrass, Idaho fescue, prairie 

Junegrass

ÅAnnuals: Globe gilia, threadleaf  and lacy phacelia, diamond clarkia, elkhorn 
clarkia, large-flowered collomia, maiden clover, farewell to spring, yellow 

beeplant, Plains coreopsis
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Which Lawn Replacement 
Is Right for You?

If you want to have:

 a play area for kids or dogs; &/or

 the option of hosting large outdoor 
events.

ÅThen plant:

Åa drought-tolerant native grass 

lawn; OR

Åan eco-lawn and

Åmow only when needed.

If you:

 donΔt want or need designated play 
space; &/or 

 have enough room on patios, decks, 
&/or porches for outdoor entertaining.

ÅThen plant a wildflower meadow

Åand include paths, seating areas, 

&/or small patios to immerse 

yourself in your landscape

ÅOR plant an eco-lawn.



Plants



Arrowleaf Balsamroot and Blanketflower
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Yarrow and Canada Goldenrod

ÅBoth attract beneficial insects. 

ÅYarrow attracts ladybugs, lacewings, parasitic wasps, and hoverflies.

Å Goldenrod attracts parasitic wasps, syrphid flies, tachinid flies, soldier 
beetles, butterflies, and bees.
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Silky Lupine & Hairy Goldenaster


