From Dead Zone to Healthy
Habitat: Options for
Replacing Your Existing Lawn

Presented by-Betsy Dudash
Seasons Horticulture + Design
March 25, 2026



Why Replace Your (Traditional
Turfgrass) Lawn?

A Water is a limited resource, but in a desert lawns require regular watering & are often
overwatered.

A Mowing uses fuel & labor. If overwatered or cut too short they need to be mowed even more
often.

A Overfertilization can affect soluble oxygen in waterways & add nitrates to water, leading to
algal blooms & affecting the quality of drinking water.

ANonnative turfgrass-esol whidctwi hhveant veoi nsec:!
or food for pollinators or wildlife in general.
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Why Replace Your
(Traditional
Turfgrass) Lawn?

A Native plants provide food,
shelter, & habitat for native
insects, birds, and other wildlife.

A Drought-adapted native plants
requirefar less water than
turfgrass lawns, especially after
establishment.

A Aside from weeding, the lawn
alternatives weAl |
little maintenance.

A Lawn alternatives are more
visually interesting than a lawn.







EceFriendly Lawn
Alternatives

Replace your ecological dead zone with native plants
and add pathdA crushed gravel, stepstones, pavers, or
even mulch-for moving through your yard.
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Drought-Tolerant
Native Grass Lawns

A A lawn seeded with a mix of native grasses adapted to your site
conditions will require far less watering than a traditional turfgrass
lawnA weekly, biweekly, or even lesafter establishment.

A You can leave your native lanimmowedr mow it as needed for play
or outdoor events.

- A Derby Canyon Natives carries several native grass seed blends.

A The Naturalized Turf Blend consists primarily of fescues and other
short grasses.

A The other blends are targeted for average annual precipitation:
<12H22H2 and >22H. The grass sp

A You can also customize your own blend.

A No matter what option_?/ou choose, those species that are best
adapted to your site will dominate over time.

This Photdoy Unknown Author is licensed undéC BY


https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=2307190
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Native Grasses +
Low-Growing Flowers
= EceLawns

A Yaak (turf -type) yarrow (Achillea millefolium
'Y a a k A-growind\yarrow thhat blooms on
short stems and works well with native
fescues, prairieJunegrass and clovers.

A Native clovers:
( Trifolum microcephaluppan annual semi
creeping spring wildflower;
( Trifolium cilolaturn), an annual tolerant of
harsh conditions; and
( Trifolium macrocephalulna short perennial
with3-4H fl ower s.



Native Grasses +
Low-Growing Flowers
= EceLawns

A Three-week fescud Festuca microstachy¥. This quick
growing annual grass is useful for filling in among
slowergrowing grasses and perennials, helping reduce
weeds, tolerates poor soils, and is a host plant for many
butterfly and moth caterpillars.

A Poverty oatgrass ( Danthonia spicatd: This slow and
lowrgrowing (4-6 H | eaves, 12H fl owe
tolerates full sun to part shade and coarse, poor soils
and wonAt crowd out perenni
caterpillar host plant.

A Path rush (Juncus tenuiy This6-1 2 H t ufty ||
plant is tolerant of trampling, tough conditions, and
mowing and can be interplanted with lowgrowing
wildflowers.




& l‘_.
.

N

Wildflower Meadows t Ol e T

A Include annuals, perennials, & bunchgrasses.

A Something should be in bloom from spring mtoﬂe Y s B Ky D~ o g
*' -' _, - * — L ‘."-‘v ." . 1% e
summer/early fall. Sx Y . -_ SR e o S L
A Choose a specific color palette or go wild Wlt | E ; ot ¢ '
of different colors. "; Ny -
A Perennials & summeblooming annuals shp vel .
adapted to your site.
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A Spring annuals from regions with more ralﬁf LB -l v
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should bloom but will die in the summer. x;a::,;

A Many annuals will reseed. A few may eventual "'
crowded out by perennials and grasses whll oth
are more competitive. & \;

A Grasses should be tall enough not to be
overwhelmed by the flowers.

A Photo belongs to NoﬂhwestMeadowscaﬁes’ (
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Tips for Your. Wildflower Meadow

AChoose-as_many specires of perennial s,
A Your-meadoew will change over time as some species‘outcompete others.

A Plan on seeding(almost) everything.

Alnclude. socme” pl ant s i f-gyowu~.canAt wait -
A Some species (e.qrrowleaf balsamroot and lupines) should usually be ‘seeded.

A Annuals should be.seeded, preferably in late fall though early spring works for
some species.

A Some species require patience & might take-2 yrs to break dormancy and
germinate.
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Wildflower Meadow Ideas for
Very Dry Sites

AAnnuals will help fill in bare areas as some species go dormant.

APerennialsArrowleaf balsamroot, silky andgulphur lupine, line
leaved daisythreadleaf fleabane,barestem biscuitroot, creamy
buckwheat, snow buckwheat

ABunchgrassesindian rice grass, bottlebrush squirreltail,
bluebunchwheatgrass

AAnnualsGlobe giliathreadleaf and lacy phacelia, diamond clarkia,
elkhorn clarkia, largeflowered collomiamaiden clover, farewell to
spring, yellowbeeplant hoarytansyaster
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Wildflower Meadow Ideas for
Moderately Dry Sites

APerennialsArrowleaf balsamroot, silky andulphur lupine sulphur buckwheat,
silverleaf phacelia, yarrow, spreading dogbane, narrteaf milkweed,
blanketflower, hairy goldenaster Canada goldenrod

ABunchgrassesBottlebrush squirreltail, pinegrass, Idaho fescue, prairie
Junegrass

AAnnualsGlobe giliathreadleaf and lacy phacelia, diamond clarkia, elkhorn
clarkia, largefloweredcollomiamaiden clover, farewell to spring, yellow
beeplant Plains coreopsis
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Arrowleaf Balsamroot andBlanketflower
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